
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Studies Network 

Newsletter #10 (revised), April 5, 2018 

Please send announcements to labio@colorado.edu before the 1st of each month. 

 

CURRENT EXHIBIT  

 

Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO 

 

 Degas: A Passion for Perfection, on view through May 20, 2018 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Send information to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of each month. 

Include the following: title/description; date; time; location; URL; contact’s email address. 

 

Friday, April 6, 2018, 1:00 pm, CU Boulder, Hellems 115 

Panel featuring Sandra Macpherson, Ohio State University and Caleb Smith, Yale 

University 

Sandra Macpherson will talk about “The Sounds of Form” and Caleb Smith about  “Disciplines of 

Attention.”  

Macpherson focuses on eighteenth-century British literature, formalism, and critical 

theory. She is the author of Harm's Way: Tragic Responsibility and the Novel Form (Johns 

Hopkins UP, 2010). Smith specializes in American literature of the nineteenth century 

through the current era; he is the author of The Prison and the American 

Imagination (Yale UP, 2009) and The Oracle and the Curse (Harvard UP, 2013).   

A map of the CU Boulder campus can be found at https://www.colorado.edu/map/ 

Contact: nicole.wright@colorado.edu 

 

Friday, April 13, 2018, 2:15 – 3:15 pm, CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, Center for British 

and Irish Studies 

Work-in-Progress Series (WiP) of the 18th- & 19th-Century Studies Network 

John Stevenson, Professor of English, CU Boulder, “Twenty-eight Days Later: Elizabeth 

Canning and the Problem of Implausible Narrative” 

http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network
mailto:labio@colorado.edu
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/degas-passion-perfection
https://english.osu.edu/people/macpherson.4
https://english.yale.edu/people/tenured-and-tenure-track-faculty-professors-staff/caleb-smith
https://www.colorado.edu/map/
mailto:nicole.wright@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/map/
https://www.colorado.edu/english/people/john-stevenson
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The “most famous criminal mystery of the eighteenth century” (DNB) concerned 

Elizabeth Canning, an 18-year old servant, who disappeared on the evening of New 

Year’s Day 1753. She did not return until 28 days later, in a frightening condition, almost 

naked and emaciated and perilously exhausted—near death, it seemed.  Where had she 

been and how had she come to be in such a terrible condition?  Simple questions, but 

ones that have never been satisfactorily answered. 

 

Her story, the one she told her family, was that she had been assaulted by two men, who 

robbed her, and then dragged her to a village north of London, where an old gypsy (as 

her supposed tormentor was invariably called) attempted to recruit her to become a 

prostitute; when Canning refused, the woman locked her up in an attic room with some 

bread and water.  She remained there, she said, until January 29 when, her bread and 

water gone, she broke out a window and somehow walked the long eleven miles home. 

Almost from the outset, there was vigorous debate about her story. Was she a victim, as 

she claimed, or had she made it all up as a cover-up for some kind of misbehavior? All 

London debated her innocence or guilt for almost a year and a half, culminating in her 

conviction for perjury and exile to America. She lived another twenty years, and never 

changed her story.  

 

The case has been much written about for two and a half centuries, but almost all of that 

work attempts to “solve” the mystery—was she a liar or not.  My approach is different:  I 

will examine the role of the nascent mass media in stoking the fires of the controversy 

and pitting the two sides against each other; more importantly, I will look at this case as 

a powerful instance of how narrative plausibility alone became legal evidence.  She was 

convicted, both by her media critics and in court, because enough people, including the 

jury, thought that her story was unbelievable, even though another “true” story was 

never discovered.  Implausibility alone made her guilty and sent her into exile. 

 

 

Monday, April 16, 2018, 4 p.m., CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, Center for British and 

Irish Studies 

Dr. Kathleen Kennedy, Penn State Brandywine, “Imperial History as Told in Coconuts”   

As unlikely as it seems, the history of the coconut traces the story of global empires. This 

talk offers a pop history of the coconut as the first truly global commodity. By Roman 

times Indians traded coconuts to both China and the Roman Empire as medicine: this 

commerce continued throughout the Middle Ages. The Spanish brought coconuts to the 

eastern coasts of the New World in the late fifteenth century. While the colonial period 

may be known for sugar and tea, the British Empire shipped millions of tons of coconuts 

from India to England for rendering into everything from candles to soap. In the 

twentieth century the United States took a leading role in coconut history and became a 

pioneer in the mass production of desiccated, packaged coconut. In this way the 

burgeoning American empire brought tropical treats such as coconut cream pies and 

http://www.colorado.edu/map/
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coconut macaroons to tables far from the beach. By the end of World War II, for 

Americans coconuts became the avatars for tropical island cultures around the world and 

were used to market everything from vacations to cocktail bars. Like a coconut, in this 

talk nothing is wasted, and the parts make up a surprisingly satisfying whole. 

During her multi-day stay in Boulder, Dr. Kennedy will also guest lecture a graduate class 

co-taught by Professors Thora Brylowe and Lori Emerson titled Literary Infrastructures.  

Auditors are welcome.   

Contact thora.brylowe@colorado.edu for more information on the class and/or lecture. 

 

 

Monday, April 23, 2018, 5 p.m., CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, Center for British and 

Irish Studies 

Caroline Levine, Cornell University, “Reading for the Common Good: Sustainability, 

Routine, Infrastructure” (virtual lecture). 

 

Hosted by the Department of German & Slavic Languages and the 18/19 Graduate Reading 

Group.  

 

Contact: deven.parker@colorado.edu  

 

Abstract: 

Literary and cultural studies have long prized moments of rupture and resistance. This talk asks 

instead how we might imagine, design, and build just collective ways of life to last. Because 

humans are interdependent, because we have always lived in groups, humans have always 

needed to figure out—and will probably always need to figure out—how to organize and 

distribute the shared labor of maintaining and reproducing of bodies, including the production 

and preparation of food, care for infants, the ill, and the elderly, and arrangements of space for 

shelter and gathering. A general fact of human life is that we must live in common. Could we 

then sketch out some arrangements of space and time, some organizations of power and 

resources, some patterns of distribution and conservation, that are more supportive of the 

common good than others? And how might it change literary studies to take this as our primary 

task? 

 

Dr. Caroline Levine is David and Kathleen Ryan Professor of Humanities at Cornell 

University. She has spent her career asking how and why the humanities and the arts 

matter, especially in democratic societies. She argues for the understanding of forms 

and structures as crucial to understanding links between art and society. She is the 

author of three books, The Serious Pleasures of Suspense: Victorian Realism and 

Narrative Doubt (2003, winner of the Perkins Prize for the best book in narrative 

studies), Provoking Democracy: Why We Need the Arts (2007), and Forms: Whole, 

Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network (2015, named one of Flavorwire’s “10 Must-Read 

mailto:thora.brylowe@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/map/
mailto:deven.parker@colorado.edu
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Academic Books of 2015”). She is currently the nineteenth-century editor for 

the Norton Anthology of World Literature and has written on topics ranging from 

formalist theory to Victorian poetry and from television serials to academic freedom. 

She taught at the University of Wisconsin-Madison before coming to Cornell, where 

she was co-founder of the Mellon World Literatures Workshop. She is a native of 

Syracuse, NY. 

 

Thursday, April 26, 2018, 5 p.m. – Friday, April 27, 2018, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Inaugural Conference of the 18th- & 19th-Century Studies Network, Boulder, Colorado 

 

New Orleans, Global City (1718 – 2018):  

The Long Shadow of John Law and the Mississippi Bubble 

 

April 26 – 27, 2018 

University of Colorado Boulder 

Center for British & Irish Studies, Norlin Library M549 

 

Please send the registration form by April 15, 2018.  Registration is not required, but would 

be very helpful for planning purposes. 

You can find more information and the registration form on the conference website.   

DRAFT PROGRAM 

 

Thursday, April 26, 5:30 p.m. (reception at 5:00 p.m.) – Keynote Address 

 

Joseph Roach, Sterling Professor of Theater and English, Yale University 

 

‘Dreams Are Spoken Here’:  

Counter-Intuitive Economies and the Founding of New Orleans 

http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/2018-conference
http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/registration
http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/2018-conference
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Friday, April 27  

 

9 – 10:30: Session 1  

1. Inger Leemans, Cultural History, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, “All Profit, No Loss in 

Wondrous Mississippi Land: The Development of a Global Economics of Desire around 1700” 

 

2. D'Maris Coffman, Economics & Finance, University College London, “Mercantilism after the 

Bourbon Succession: Later Editions of Le Parfait Négociant and the Construction of the 

Eighteenth-Century French Empire” 

 

3. Matthew Gerber, History, University of Colorado Boulder, “Racializing French Slave Law: How 

the Edict of March 1685 Became the ‘Black Code of Louisiana’” 

 

11 – 12: Session 2 

4. Gordon Sayre, English, University of Oregon, “Jean-Bernard Bossu and the Tall Tales of 

Colonial Louisiana Promotional Tracts” 

 

5. Florence Magnot-Ogilvy, French, Université de Rennes 2, ““Staging Commercial Encounters 

between Europeans and Native Americans: On the Evolution of a Philosophical Topos after 

the Mississippi Bubble” 

 

12 – 2: break and exhibition in Norlin Library’s Special Collections & Archives 

 

2 – 3:30: Session 3 

6. Peter Brigham Dedek, History & Design, Texas State University, “Mud to Marble: the 

development of New Orleans Cemeteries, 1718-1820” 

 

7. Jennifer Tsien, French, University of Virginia, “How to Get Rich in Louisiana: Physiocrats 

against Imperial Policy”  

 

8. Soizic Croguennec, Modern History, Université de Guyane, “New Orleans during the Spanish 

Interregnum (1763-1803), A City at the Crossroads of Empires: Local Debt, Social Relations 

and Global Projection” 

 

3:30 – 4: break  

 

4 – 5: Session 4 

9. Daniel Usner, History, Vanderbilt University, “From Calumet to Raquette: American Indian 

Performance on the New Orleans Stage” 

 

10. Marilyn Brown, Art History, University of Colorado Boulder, “Degas and New Orleans 

Revisited: Cotton and Global Capitalism” 

 

5:00 – 5:30: roundtable 
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CALLS FOR PAPERS AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please send CFPs to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of the month. 

 

CFP – “British Art and the Global.” University of California, Berkeley, CA, September 17–

18, 2018.  

Deadline: April 15, 2018. 

Organized by Imogen Hart and David Peters Corbett. Keynote Speakers: Tim Barringer, 

Yale University; Dorothy Price, University of Bristol; Mary Roberts, University of Sydney. 

Sponsored by the Center for British Studies, UC Berkeley.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please send announcements to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of the month. 

 

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS  
Send the bibliographic reference (and hyperlink, if available) of any work you have recently 

published to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nan Goodman, The Puritan Cosmopolis: The Law of Nations 

and the Early American Imagination (Oxford University Press, 

March 2018) 

 

  

https://historiansofbritishart.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4301403e9f3523de808a08712&id=d5e7f3fb07&e=508976750c
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-puritan-cosmopolis-9780190642822?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-puritan-cosmopolis-9780190642822?cc=us&lang=en&
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 Marilyn R. Brown, The ‘Gamin de Paris’ in Nineteenth-Century Visual Culture: Delacroix, 

Hugo, and the French Social Imaginary (Routledge, 2017).   

 

 Michael Edson, ed., Annotation in Eighteenth-Century Poetry (Lehigh University Press, 

2017). Save 30% with Promo code UP30AUTH18 at http://www.rowmanlittlefield.com or 1-

800-462-6420. 

 

 J. Jeffrey Franklin, Spirit Matters: Occult Belief, Alternative Religions, and the Crisis of Faith 

in Victorian Britain (Cornell University Press, 2018). Save 30% with promo code 09FLYER at 

cornellpress.cornell.edu or 800-848-6224. 

 

 Jillian Porter, Economies of Feeling: Russian Literature under Nicholas I (Northwestern 

University Press, 2017). 

 

 

JOB OPENINGS 
Please send announcements to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu. 

 

 

“LOCAL” RESOURCES & INITIATIVES 
Please send a URL and a very brief description (1 or 2 lines) to catherine.labio[@] colorado.edu.  

Define “local” as broadly as you want. 

 

 18/19 

18th- and 19th-century Graduate Student Reading Group (CU Boulder)  

Contact: deven.parker[@]colorado.edu 

 

 Eighteenth-Century Life  

Editor: Cedric Reverand, University of Wyoming 

Click here for submission guidelines 

 

 Stainforth Library of Women’s Writing  

Digital humanities project that studies the largest private library of Anglophone women’s 

writing collected in the nineteenth century (CU Boulder) 

 

 https://history-of-finance.org/ 

“The aim of the History of Finance website and network is to facilitate an international and 

interdisciplinary exchange on financial history and the culture of finance. This website aims 

to create a space for researchers and practitioners to engage, exchange ideas and post 

about activities in the field.” 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Gamin-de-Paris-in-Nineteenth-Century-Visual-Culture-Delacroix-Hugo/Brown/p/book/9781138231139
https://www.routledge.com/The-Gamin-de-Paris-in-Nineteenth-Century-Visual-Culture-Delacroix-Hugo/Brown/p/book/9781138231139
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781611462524/Annotation-in-Eighteenth-Century-Poetry
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1_1mqnV5VZ6pE9dAvHGSYS4ERcNmHy6TNvRsxI2dTmesg5kGdjhNexJkaKGalNepZcCZERg6qv2JyCCqXsOmO4L_hYhtVEvBsiJ9sRnGj3XAm4p6f048HVHV-Dt80OXUKwp10Qmt3Ci8Ljh9an5QKmvuI-sciJpo-9AlQHwtyyKFDPHsWW1lxlV_w1JOJTqX_1WBYmIMPKiT93eGxtiQmQ849ZZCWvAJt5ScAOsqCxzg2cw0Z59MTSkFjNLyh1KgoEgYdtWJdsOkP9Q3NpJg37wqQVoSKAuSQfZY_rvByFj8TpnG-kynpkFQadhT0S5RkWfYLGK5-Bl1OqF8JmHIr48-RbL8v46Pyh-d3EPJ7BeK9SJWzZs1lH1CXQ3IzileAECcgv_c2JmJyScgPhovAbrsz7sfxfXeY4KqmE531Y5DsSciastjBxfeH2SIDhM8U/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rowmanlittlefield.com%2F
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100384900%5d
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100384900%5d
http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/economies-feeling
http://ecl.dukejournals.org/
http://www.uwyo.edu/english/eighteenth-century-life/submission_guidelines.html
http://stainforth.colorado.edu/
https://history-of-finance.org/

