
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Studies Network 

Newsletter #7, January 8, 2018 

Please send announcements to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of each 

month. 

 

EXHIBITS 
 
At the Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO 
 

 Her Paris: Women Artists in the Age of Impressionism  
On view through January 14, 2018 

 
 Revealing a Mexican Masterpiece: The Virgin of Valvanera  

On view through February 18, 2018 
 

 Linking Asia: Art, Trade, and Devotion  
On view through April 1, 2018 

 
 Degas: A Passion for Perfection  

Opens February 11, 2018 
 
 
At the Haggerty Museum of Art, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI 
 

 The World Turned Upside Down: Apocalyptic Imagery in England, 1750 – 1850 
On view through January 14, 2018 

 
 
At the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, MO 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whistler and the American 
Etching Revival 
On view through May 29, 2018 

http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/western-epic-art-and-filmhttp:/denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/western-epic-art-and-film
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/her-paris-women-artists-age-impressionism
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/revealing-mexican-masterpiece
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/linking-asia
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/degas-passion-perfection
http://www.marquette.edu/haggerty/index.php
http://www.marquette.edu/haggerty/Upsidedown.php
https://nelson-atkins.org/
https://nelson-atkins.org/events/fine-lines/
https://nelson-atkins.org/events/fine-lines/
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At the Honolulu Museum of Art  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travesty in the 18th Century:           
William Hogarth's Modern Moral Subjects 
Until 11 March 2018  

 
 
At the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
 

 Painted in Mexico / Pintado en México, 1700–1790: Pinxit Mexici 
On view through March 18, 2018 

 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Send information to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of each month. 
Include the following: title/description; date; time; location; URL; contact’s email address. 
 

Thursday, February 15th, 4:00 pm, CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, 
Center for British and Irish Studies 

Benjamin Kohlmann, University of Freiburg, Germany, “Towards a Literary 
Prehistory of the Welfare State: Writing in a Reformist Mode, 1880-1910”  

This paper outlines a literary prehistory of the welfare state through readings of 
works by Edward Carpenter, H. G. Wells, and E. M. Forster. By focusing on the 
slow politics of reform, Kohlmann foregrounds a temporality of institutional 
change – and a mode of literary writing – that differs from the aesthetics and 
politics of rupture more commonly associated with the experience of modernity. 
The paper locates the works of Carpenter, Wells, and Forster in relation to 
particular moments and movements of reform, including debates about land 
nationalization, progressive taxation, and unemployment insurance. Building on 
these site-specific case studies, Kohlmann argues that literature written in the 
‘reformist literary mode’ imagines the emerging institutional structures of the 
welfare state as deeply connected to the fabric of social life rather than as an 
ensemble of bureaucratic processes located outside it or detached from it. 
According to the reformist literary mode that crystallizes around 1900, the state 
isn’t just an entity to which we adjust ourselves – an institutional reality to which 

https://honolulumuseum.org/
https://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/16464-travesty_18th_century_william_hogarths_modern_moral_subjects/
https://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/16464-travesty_18th_century_william_hogarths_modern_moral_subjects/
http://www.lacma.org/
http://www.lacma.org/art/exhibition/pinxit-mexici
http://www.colorado.edu/map/


Page 3 of 7 
 

we reluctantly become habituated – but something that allows us to think in 
meaningful ways about the ends of collective life. By presenting the contours of 
the welfare state as an embodiment of shared ends, the works explored here also 
provide critical leverage on current theorizations of the welfare state in literary 
studies. As the late historian Tony Judt urged in Ill Fares the Land (2011): “[w]e 
need to learn to think the state again: we need to frame it in a language of ends, 
not means”. Taking up Judt’s cue, the paper will explore the resources which 
turn-of-the-century reformism provides for more compelling defenses of the 
welfare state today. 

Benjamin Kohlmann is Assistant Professor of English Literature at the 
University of Freiburg, Germany and a visiting fellow at the University of 
California at Davis. He has held postdoctoral and visiting positions at Columbia 
University, the University of East Anglia, and Jesus College, Cambridge. He is the 
author of Committed Styles: Modernism, Politics, and Left-Wing Literature of 
the 1930s (Oxford University Press in 2014) and the editor of four volumes, 
including A History of 1930s British Literature (with Dr. Matthew Taunton, 
forthcoming from Cambridge UP in 2018); Literatures of Anti-Communism 
(with Dr. Matthew Taunton, as a special issue of Literature and History 2015); 
Edward Upward and Left-Wing Literary Culture in Britain (Ashgate, 2013); 
and Utopian Spaces of Modernism: British Literature and Culture, 1885-1945 
(Palgrave, 2012). In addition, he has published articles in History of Political 
Economy, NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction, Textual Practice, PMLA, 
Modernism/Modernity, English Literary History, Review of English Studies, 
and Modern Language Notes.  

Contact: janice.ho[@]colorado.edu  
 

Friday, February 16, 2018, 4 – 5:30 p.m., CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, 
Center for British and Irish Studies 

Launch of a New 18th- & 19thC Studies Network Series: 
 

“New Book Reading & Reception” (New Book R&R) 
 

Jillian Porter, German and Slavic Languages and Literatures, CU Boulder, 
will introduce her recently published Economies of Feeling: Russian 
Literature under Nicholas I (Northwestern University Press, 2017).   

Jillian Porter holds an M.A. and a Ph.D. in Slavic Languages and Literatures 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and a B.A. in Liberal Arts from Sarah 
Lawrence College. Her research explores intersections between Russian 
economic history and cultural production from the late 18th century to the 
present. Her first book, Economies of Feeling: Russian Literature under 
Nicholas I, was recently released by Northwestern University Press. In it Porter 
offers new explanations for the fantastical plots of mad or blocked ambition that 

http://www.colorado.edu/map/
http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/economies-feeling
http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/economies-feeling
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helped set the 19th-century Russian prose tradition in motion. She compares the 
conceptual history of social ambition in post-Napoleonic France and post-
Decembrist Russia and argues that the dissonance between foreign and domestic 
understandings of this economic passion shaped the literature of Nicholas I’s 
reign (1825–1855).  

Porter is currently at work on a second manuscript, entitled The Art of the 
Queue: Bodies in Wait from the Revolution to the Post-Soviet Era. This book 
explores standing in line as a paradigmatic experience of Soviet everyday life and 
a generator of aesthetic forms. Porter was awarded a 2015-16 Postdoctoral 
Fellowship at Harvard University’s Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian 
Studies in support of the project, and she was interviewed about it on the Davis 
Center's podcast, “The Eurasian Enigma.” An article drawn from the manuscript 
came out in Fall 2017 in the Slavic and East European Journal. 

Refreshments will be served.  Please join us for this inaugural celebration of faculty 
achievements. 
 

Friday, April 13, 2017, 2 – 3 pm, CU Boulder, Norlin Library M549, Center 
for British and Irish Studies 

Work-in-Progress Series (WiP) of the 18th- & 19thC Studies Network 

John Stevenson, Professor of English, CU Boulder, "Twenty-eight Days 
Later: Elizabeth Canning and the Problem of Implausible Narrative" 

The “most famous criminal mystery of the eighteenth century” (DNB) concerned 

Elizabeth Canning, an 18-year old servant, who disappeared on the evening of 

New Year’s Day 1753. She did not return until 28 days later, in a frightening 

condition, almost naked and emaciated and perilously exhausted—near death, it 

seemed.  Where had she been and how had she come to be in such a terrible 

condition?  Simple questions, but ones that have never been satisfactorily 

answered. 

Her story, the one she told her family, was that she had been assaulted by two 

men, who robbed her, and then dragged her to a village north of London, where 

an old gypsy (as her supposed tormentor was invariably called) attempted to 

recruit her to become a prostitute; when Canning refused, the woman locked her 

up in an attic room with some bread and water.  She remained there, she said, 

until January 29 when, her bread and water gone, she broke out a window and 

somehow walked the long eleven miles home. 

Almost from the outset, there was vigorous debate about her story. Was she a 

victim, as she claimed, or had she made it all up as a cover-up for some kind of 

misbehavior? All London debated her innocence or guilt for almost a year and a 

http://www.colorado.edu/map/
https://www.colorado.edu/english/people/john-stevenson
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half, culminating in her conviction for perjury and exile to America. She lived 

another twenty years, and never changed her story.  

The case has been much written about for two and a half centuries, but almost all 

of that work attempts to “solve” the mystery—was she a liar or not.  My approach 

is different:  I will examine the role of the nascent mass media in stoking the fires 

of the controversy and pitting the two sides against each other; more importantly, 

I will look at this case as a powerful instance of how narrative plausibility alone 

became legal evidence.  She was convicted, both by her media critics and in court, 

because enough people, including the jury, thought that her story was 

unbelievable, even though another “true” story was never discovered.  

Implausibility alone made her guilty and sent her into exile. 

 
Thursday, April 26 – Saturday, April 28, 2017 
Inaugural Conference of the 18th- & 19th-Century Studies Network, Boulder, 
Colorado 
 

“New Orleans, Global City (1718 – 2018): The Long Shadow of John Law and the 
Mississippi Bubble” 

 
 
CALLS FOR PAPERS AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please send CFPs to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of the month. 
 
Call for Self-Nominations – Steering Committee of the 18th- & 19th-Century 
Studies Network  

Please consider serving on the steering committee of the 18th- & 19th-Century Studies 
Network.  The work of the committee will start in Spring 2018 and will involve the 
adoption of bylaws and plans to ensure the future of the Network.   
Contact: catherine.labio@colorado 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please send announcements to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu before the 1st of the month. 
 
Inaugural Conference of the 18th- & 19th-Century Studies Network    
 

“New Orleans, Global City (1718 – 2018): The Long Shadow of John Law and the 
Mississippi Bubble,” Boulder, April 26 – 28, 2017 
 
You can find a draft program as well as hotel and travel information 
on the conference website.   
 

http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/2018-conference
http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/2018-conference
mailto:catherine.labio@colorado
http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/2018-conference
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Group rates have been negotiated with the Hyatt Place Boulder/Pearl 
Street. Be sure to use the link provided in the Hotel Information page to book a 
room at these special rates.  Group rates will expire on April 4, 2018. 

 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS  
Send the bibliographic reference (and hyperlink, if available) of any work you have recently 
published to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn R. Brown, The ‘Gamin de Paris’ in Nineteenth-

Century Visual Culture: Delacroix, Hugo, and the French 

Social Imaginary (Routledge, 2017).   

 

 

 
 
 
 
Michael Edson, ed., Annotation in Eighteenth-Century 
Poetry (Lehigh University Press, 2017). 

Contributors include: Barbara Benedict, Thomas Van der 
Goten, David Hopkins, William Jones, Sandro Jung, Tom 
Mason, Mark Pedreira, Adam Rounce, Jeff Strabone, Alex 
Watson, and Karina Williamson 

Save 30% with Promo Code UP30AUTH18     Order online 

at http://www.rowmanlittlefield.com or toll-free: 1-800-462-

6420 

 

 

http://clabi4.wixsite.com/1819network/hotel-information
https://www.routledge.com/The-Gamin-de-Paris-in-Nineteenth-Century-Visual-Culture-Delacroix-Hugo/Brown/p/book/9781138231139
https://www.routledge.com/The-Gamin-de-Paris-in-Nineteenth-Century-Visual-Culture-Delacroix-Hugo/Brown/p/book/9781138231139
https://www.routledge.com/The-Gamin-de-Paris-in-Nineteenth-Century-Visual-Culture-Delacroix-Hugo/Brown/p/book/9781138231139
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781611462524/Annotation-in-Eighteenth-Century-Poetry
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781611462524/Annotation-in-Eighteenth-Century-Poetry
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1_1mqnV5VZ6pE9dAvHGSYS4ERcNmHy6TNvRsxI2dTmesg5kGdjhNexJkaKGalNepZcCZERg6qv2JyCCqXsOmO4L_hYhtVEvBsiJ9sRnGj3XAm4p6f048HVHV-Dt80OXUKwp10Qmt3Ci8Ljh9an5QKmvuI-sciJpo-9AlQHwtyyKFDPHsWW1lxlV_w1JOJTqX_1WBYmIMPKiT93eGxtiQmQ849ZZCWvAJt5ScAOsqCxzg2cw0Z59MTSkFjNLyh1KgoEgYdtWJdsOkP9Q3NpJg37wqQVoSKAuSQfZY_rvByFj8TpnG-kynpkFQadhT0S5RkWfYLGK5-Bl1OqF8JmHIr48-RbL8v46Pyh-d3EPJ7BeK9SJWzZs1lH1CXQ3IzileAECcgv_c2JmJyScgPhovAbrsz7sfxfXeY4KqmE531Y5DsSciastjBxfeH2SIDhM8U/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rowmanlittlefield.com%2F
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Jillian Porter, Economies of Feeling: Russian Literature 

under Nicholas I (Northwestern University Press, 2017). 

 
 
JOB OPENINGS 
Please send announcements to catherine.labio[@]colorado.edu. 

 
 
“LOCAL” RESOURCES & INITIATIVES 
Please send a URL and a very brief description (1 or 2 lines) to catherine.labio[@] 
colorado.edu.  Define “local” as broadly as you want. 
 

 18/19 
18th- and 19th-century Graduate Student Reading Group (CU Boulder)  
Contact: deven.parker[@]colorado.edu 

 

 Eighteenth-Century Life  
Editor: Cedric Reverand, University of Wyoming 
Click here for submission guidelines 
 

 Stainforth Library of Women’s Writing  
Digital humanities project that studies the largest private library of Anglophone 
women’s writing collected in the nineteenth century (CU Boulder) 
 

 https://history-of-finance.org/ 
“The aim of the History of Finance website and network is to facilitate an 
international and interdisciplinary exchange on financial history and the culture of 
finance. This website aims to create a space for researchers and practitioners to 
engage, exchange ideas and post about activities in the field.” 
 

http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/economies-feeling
http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/economies-feeling
http://ecl.dukejournals.org/
http://www.uwyo.edu/english/eighteenth-century-life/submission_guidelines.html
http://stainforth.colorado.edu/
https://history-of-finance.org/

